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Hisayo Morikawa, Programme Manager of JMAS, visited JMAS XKH on 
August 26 and 31 to give two trainings to two JMAS local staff, Mr. Manophet 
and Mr. Kingkham. One training was on making accurate account reports, and 
the other on reporting  current situations including issues to be tackled by 
JMAS TAs (technical advisors) and UXO Lao & editing JMAS newsletter.  

She was guided in UXO field activities by Mr. Suzuki, the oldest JMAS TA 
and the one with the longest experience in UXO clearance. He explained all 
UXO activities carried out during three days including what roving, research, 
and clearance teams were doing. I studied the blasting mechanism of many 
kinds of bombies & bombs. 

Furthermore, the UXO Lao staff made several strong impressions on me. 
First, the female staff’s working attitude, as well as the males’, showed 
incredible strength and patience. The women carried heavy sand and dug deep 
holes with a big shovel. Second, each staff I met in the fields said,” I’m proud 
of working as a UXO Lao staffer removing UXO from XKH, and offering safe 
land.” Third, several sons succeeded their fathers as the second-generation 
UXO Lao staff. Fourth, a son of Mr. Kimphet, UXO Lao XKH Director, also 
took on the same job as his father. Finally, Mr. Kimphet and Mr. Suzuki gave 
lessons in English and shakuhachi (a traditional Japanese flute), to UXO Lao 
and JMAS staff to add to their skills. 
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The newsletter photos bring the work to life in our mind's eye. Thank you. 
And keep up the good work! 

 Love, 

Akemi, MoonDog, and Russell 
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